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A Sound of Thunder

By Ray Bradbury
I. PRE-READING QUESTIONS: Answer the following questions in complete sentences
1. Can one small decision or action (say leaving your house a second or two late) change the course of a person’s life? Explain. ______________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. If time travel were possible, would you travel through time? Where would you go? Would you change anything? How would that effect the present? _______________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
II. VOCABULARY: Indicate the part of speech for and define the following words. Then write a paragraph that uses all of the words in the correct context. Please underline or highlight each word. 

Annihilate (    ) ______________________________________________________________________

Expendable (    ) _____________________________________________________________________​​​
Teeming (    ) _____________________________________________________________________​​​​​__

Paradox (    ) _______________________________________________________________________

Resilient (    ) _______________________________________________________________________

Remit (    ) _________________________________________________________________________

Undulate (    ) _______________________________________________________________________

Revoke (    ) ________________________________________________________________________

Primeval (    ) _______________________________________________________________________

Subliminal (    ) _____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
III. LITERARY TERMS: Define the following literary terms. Identify and explain Bradbury’s use of them in the short story. 

Imagery ___________________________________________________________________________


Example ______________________________________________________________________

Metaphor __________________________________________________________________________


Example ______________________________________________________________________

Simile _____________________________________________________________________________


Example ______________________________________________________________________

Fill in the cause and effect chart to show the sequence of the story. Each event should cause the one that comes after it. Put a star beside the event that you think is the climax. The first and last events have been provided for you. 






IV. Analyzing Stylistic Writing

Examine Bradbury’s description of the time machine on page 36. How does his use of descriptive and figurative language enhance the mystique of this machinery over a literal description? Identify some of the phrases that stand out to you. _______________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

On page 37, first column, what details does Bradbury include to let the reader know that Eckels is very scared? How is this strategy more effective than Bradbury directly telling us “Eckels felt very scared?” ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Bradbury engages in literary misdirection by setting us up to expect Eckels’ encounter with the dinosaur to be the climax of the story. When we get to that portion of the story, how do you know that this is not the climax? What is the actual climax? What is the effect of this misdirection on the reader? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




Eckels signs up for a safari to the past








We hear “a sound of thunder”
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