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The Cask of Amontillado

By Edgar Allan Poe
I. PRE-READING QUESTIONS: Answer the following questions in complete sentences
1. Have you ever been slighted, insulted, or hurt by someone? In that instance, did you plot your revenge or forgive them? Explain._______________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What experiences could lead someone to seek revenge? How could an obsession with vengeance lead to tragedy? You may discuss any TV shows, movies, or other stories that contain an avenger of some kind.__________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

II. VOCABULARY: Indicate the part of speech for and define the following words. Then write a paragraph that uses all of the words in the correct context. Please underline or highlight each word. 

Precluded (    ) ______________________________________________________________________

Impunity (    ) _______________________________________________________________________​​​
Retribution (    ) _____________________________________________________________________​​​​​

Immolation (    ) _____________________________________________________________________

Connoisseurship (    ) _________________________________________________________________

Impose (    ) ________________________________________________________________________

Recoiling (    ) ______________________________________________________________________

Endeavored (    )_____________________________________________________________________

Obstinate (    )_______________________________________________________________________

Succession (    ) _____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
III. LITERARY TERMS: Define the following literary terms. Identify and explain Poe’s use of them in the short story. 

Unreliable Narrator __________________________________________________________________

Verbal Irony ________________________________________________________________________


Example ______________________________________________________________________

Symbolism _________________________________________________________________________

Pun_______________________________________________________________________________

List all of the things that Montresor says and does that brings his reliability as a narrator into question:

	SAYS
	DOES

	
	


What conclusions can you draw about Montresor based on this analysis? ________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

IV. Analyzing Stylistic Writing

On page 237, what might be the symbolic significance of the Montresor coat of arms? _____________

__________________________________________________________________________________

On page 238, how does Montresor refer to Fortunato? What does this suggest about Montresor? _____

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why does Fortunato never ask why Montresor is burying him alive? ___________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
What kind of person has Fortunato shown himself to be throughout the text? Use his specific actions or words to support your findings. Does Fortunato deserve his fate?______________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Now consider the source of information about Fortunato’s behavior. Is it reliable? Does this change your answer for the previous question? ___________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
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